
TAILWINDS 
The RC Aces are affiliated with the AMA (Academy of Model Aeronautics) Charter 
#1377. Meetings are held the 1st Thursday of the month, Sept. through May at the 

N. Hampton Public Library at 7 PM unless otherwise notified. All members, 
spouses, potential members and guests are invited to attend ! 

ROCKINGHAM COUNTY AIRCRAFT CONTROL BY ELECTRONIC SYSTEMS 

Jan 2016 

Meeting minutes from 12/3/2016 
The meeting was called to order at 7:00 with 13 members in attendance. 
There was a motion to accept the meeting minutes from the November 
meeting as published in the newsletter and it was accepted. 
The treasurer gave his report which showed solvency with renewal member-
ships trickling in. 
Old business 
Mark Berard has renewed the web site hosting and is keeping it updated. 
Jeremy Reicks stated that there is nothing new to report on the rails to 
trails. 
A discussion ensued on maintaining the culvert now that it has been un-
plugged. We thank Jeremy, Keith and Jeff  for the attempt and success of  
this potentially dangerous undertaking. 
New business 
Club dues with renewal forms are due by January 1st and it would be appre-
ciated if  you would please send Keith your payment if  you wish to rejoin. 
Forms are available on the web site if  you need one. 
Dean reported that he has not been able to renew the club charter online. 
The AMA sent out an offer for early renewal to save money as the fees are 
going up in 2016. He stated he will continue to work on getting this done. 
There was a motion to adjourn and it was seconded as everyone was ready 
for the Yankee Swap and Food.  Hope everyone has a wonderful holiday, see 
you next year!   Submitted by Chris Adinolfo                                           
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The message below was received by myself  and perhaps by many of  you if  you elect 
to receive notices from the AMA. We all know of  the discussion that has been ongo-

ing for a couple years now between the FAA and AMA and the Hobby / Sporting 
public as we know it. In some ways it feels like big brother is closing in and I for one 
am not sure that the registration will curtail any of  the problems we see from a few 

bad seeds. They are out there and infect every corner of  society. The message states 
only parts are in finality and I’m sure we can have a spirited discussion at our next 

meeting. 

  

AMA and the FAA Registration Process  
  
 
Today the FAA announced plans for a model aircraft registration process to begin next week.  AMA was a 
member of the task force that helped develop recommendations for this registration rule and argued 
throughout the process that registration makes sense at some level but only for those operating outside 
the guidance of a community-based organization or flying for commercial purposes.  
 
Unfortunately, the new FAA registration rule does not include our advice. The rule is counter to Con-
gress's intent in the Special Rule for Model Aircraft and makes the registration process an unnecessary 
burden for all of our members who have been operating safely for decades. 
 
While we are disappointed with the new registration rule and still maintain that AMA members should be 
exempt from registration, the rule is being implemented over AMA objections. Therefore, we want to pro-
vide you with important information about the registration rule and how AMA members can comply with 
the new federal requirements:  
 
• All aircraft that are flown using a ground control system, such as a transmitter, are required to par-
ticipate. This includes fixed-wing aircraft, not just multirotors or drones. 
• Any pilot flying models weighing between .55 pounds (or 250 grams) and 55 lbs is required to regis-
ter. 
• You will not be required to register every aircraft individually. You only need to register yourself and 
can affix one registration number to all your aircraft.  
• You must mark all aircraft with your registration number. The number can be inside the aircraft, such 
as a battery hatch - but should not require tools to access. 
• The FAA plans to launch the online registration website on Monday, December 21. 
• There is a $5 fee to register, which is waived if you register within the first 30 days. 
You only need to register once every 3 years. 
We are still working out the logistics for this process. Some details are still being discussed, including: 
• We are seriously discussing with the FAA a system where your AMA number could be used as your 
federal registration number as well. At this point, this is only a proposal and details are not yet finalized.  
At this time, AMA members will not automatically be registered when the registration website launches 
next week.  However, we are in conversations with the FAA about the best way to streamline the registra-
tion process for AMA members going forward.    
This is an ongoing process and we will continue to provide updates on the registration rule. Stay tuned 
to modelaircraft.org/gov, social media and your email for the latest news on the registration process. 
 
Thank you, 
AMA Government Relations and Advocacy Team 
 



Dear AMA Members,  
 
 

Yesterday, the AMA Executive Council unanimously approved an action plan to relieve and further pro-
tect our members from unnecessary and burdensome regulations. This plan addresses the recently an-
nounced interim rule requiring federal registration of all model aircraft and unmanned aircraft systems 
(UAS) weighing between 0.55 and 55 pounds.  
AMA has long used a similar registration system with our members, which we pointed out during the 
task force deliberations and in private conversations with the FAA. As you are aware, AMA's safety pro-
gram instructs all members to place his or her AMA number or name and address on or within their 
model aircraft, effectively accomplishing the safety and accountability objectives of the interim rule. AMA 
has also argued that the new registration rule runs counter to Congress' intent in Section 336 of the FAA 
Modernization and Reform Act of 2012, otherwise known as the "Special Rule for Model Aircraft."  
The Council is considering all legal and political remedies to address this issue. We believe that resolu-
tion to the unnecessary federal registration rule for our members rests with AMA's petition before the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia. This petition, filed in August 2014, asks the court to 
review the FAA's interpretation of the "Special Rule for Model Aircraft." The central issue is whether the 
FAA has the authority to expand the definition of aircraft to include model aircraft; thus, allowing the 
agency to establish new standards and operating criteria to which model aircraft operators have never 
been subject to in the past.  
In promulgating its interim rule for registration earlier this week, the FAA repeatedly stated that model 
aircraft are aircraft, despite the fact that litigation is pending on this very question. The Council believes 
the FAA's reliance on its interpretation of Section 336 for legal authority to compel our members to regis-
ter warrants the Court's immediate attention to AMA's petition.    
While we continue to believe that registration makes sense at some threshold and for flyers operating 
outside of a community-based organization or flying for commercial purposes, we also strongly believe 
our members are not the problem and should not have to bear the burden of additional regula-
tions.  Safety has been the cornerstone of our organization for 80 years and AMA's members strive to be 
a part of the solution.   
As we proceed with this process, we suggest AMA members hold off on registering their model aircraft 
with the FAA until advised by the AMA or until February 19, the FAA's legal deadline for registering exist-
ing model aircraft.   
Holding off on registration will allow AMA time to fully consider all possible options. On a parallel track, it 
also allows AMA to complete ongoing conversations with the FAA about how best to streamline the reg-
istration process for our members.   
In the near future, we will also be asking our members to make their voices heard by submitting com-
ments to the FAA's interim rule on registration. We will follow-up soon with more detailed information on 
how to do this.  
Thank you for your continued support of AMA. We will provide you with more updates as they become 
available.   
 
Kind regards,  
The AMA Executive Council  

Hello to all and I hope everyone has a very Merry Christmas, a Wonderful Holiday 
and Happy Hanukah. The FAA and AMA have been very helpful in filling this 
months newsletter.  I was glad to receive the above asking us to hold off  registration 
meaning the fat lady has not sung yet. Hopefully the AMA will figure more promi-
nent in the final decision and what we already do will suffice. By that I mean name, 
address, phone # and AMA # in or on all aircraft / drones we fly. I would advise 
you to read a lot of  the comments on RC Groups as it gives different perspectives 
for sure.     Regards, Dean Allred Newsletter Editor, Safety Officer 



FROM: 
RC Aces c/o 
Keith Moreau 

PO Box 73 
Greenland, 
NH 03840 

  

NEXT MEETING 1/7/2016 AT THE LIBRARY 

Hello all, It's that time of year again and time for membership renewals. 
Please fill in the form and bring it to the next meeting or mail it to. 

R/C Aces PO Box 73 Greenland NH 03840 
For those new and old members who just joined in September or October 

you are all set for 2016 so you don't need to do anything. 
Thanks, Keith 


